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Plan for
Digest

property
shrinks

Resubmitted proposal includes
fewer condos, razes auditorium

Elizabeth Ganga
The Journal News

NEW CASTLE — The Connecticut developers that
bought the Reader’s Digest property at the end of
2004 have submitted a scaled-down plan for condos
and townhouses on the property.

An earlier plan for 348 condos for wealthy seniors
filling in some of the green hills and parking lots
around the landmark office building was rejected by
the town late last year after a blizzard of opposition
from neighbors. Summit Development and Green-
field Partners of Norwalk, Conn., submitted the re-
vised plans for the 114 acres to the Town Board on
Tuesday after months of speculation about when the
developers would come back.

The new plans include a smaller number of units —
278 instead of 348 — and other changes to sweeten
the deal for the town. The new housing would include
32 affordable condos for families and 24 affordable
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units for senior citizens, and the de-
velopers are also offering to donate
2 acres along Roaring Brook Road
to the town,

_ Children would be banned from

would overwhelm local schools.

“We have listened carefully to
the many ideas and comments that
have come from town officials, the
general public and neighbors,” said
Felix Charney, president of Sum-
%;lebggupmem. ina st;tlemenl.

lopers e the new
housing would m:am?udenmd for
senior units, help the town meet its
affordable housing goals and in-
crease bax revenue,

At the same time, the new plans
call for the demolition of the Bed-
ford Valley House and an auditor
sl boaple B

ity events. | h
ghrmtthappaqua{)rchm'l"hat
would make way for more town-
houses east of the office building,
which allows for the elimination of
buildings along Roaring Brook
Road and for the tallest buildings to
shrink from five stories to three.
The auditorium was earlier touted
a5 an amenity for new office tenants.

Part of the office building would
aleo be razed. Reader's Digest,
which has downsized considerably
since it filled the buildings a few
decades ago, still rents part of the
building and the owners want to
rent the rest of the space to other
businesses.

New Castle Supervisor Janet
Wells said yesterday that she had-
n't had a chance to look at the new
proposal and couldn't give &n opin-
ion. But neighbors who opposed
the earlier plans said these were
not different enough to resolve
their concerns sbout traffic, water
runoff, schoolchildren and the loss

of space.

Eieﬂnﬂ:belhiﬂssﬂmwewmm
cemed about still stand,” said Law-
rie Hamburg, who lives nearby and
helped organize opposition to the
earlier plans through an organiza-
tion and Web site called New-
CastleRD.org.

Hamburg said the developers
seemed to have started large and
shaved down the plans a bit to test
what the town will accepl. She was
also upset that the town didn’t no-
lify neighbors that the new plans

New proposal
for Reader’s Digest

property

B 278 units, including 222
senlorcitizen market-rate
units, 32 affordable work-
force units and 24 affordable
senior units

B Eight three-story buildings
with' parking undemeath

B 44 townhouses with garages
in olusters of 10 or 12

® Damolition of 180,000
square feet of commercial
space, leaving about
520,000 square feet

® Demolition of auditorium
and Bedford Valley House

Have your say
Join the
discussion on the

development in
WSS the “New Castle”
forum at LoHud.com/forums.

would be submitted at Tuesday's
meeting. The town only had sever-
al hours' notice,
Wells said they didn't miss out
anyl:hmg because there was no

Eut]nhnlﬂirlx:h another neigh-
bor, said the room would have
bemﬂ;llil’pmphhadkmmany-
thing would be happening with the
Reader's Digest property. Even
without that, the news was spread-
ing guickly, he said,

“The board simply has lo say
;%l:emlgﬂinglﬂremneﬂ'ﬁs,'m

Summit and Greenfield are ask-
ing for a oning change for 64 acres
to a multifamily district already on
the books, and for a variance to al
low more businesses in the office
building alongside Reader's Di-
gest. The current lmit is four,

The Town Board's first step i= to
decide if the application is com-
plete before referring it to the
town Planning Board.

Reach Elizabeth Ganga
at eganga@iohud.com
or 914-666-6482,

The rendering of the latest development proposal for the former
Reader’s Digest property in Chappaqua,



